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Figure 4. Winter (December Through March)
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CONCLUSION

The current drought has been in the making for the
last 3 years. Federal, state, and local agencies have been
managing the drought by implementing drought plans.
In addition, many drought plans have been updated and
implemented to adapt to the worsening conditions in
parts of Georgia, South Carolina and North Carolina. If
2008-2009 winter is another below normal season, plans
will have to be in place to deal with one of the worst
droughts in recent history.

Is the drought near an end? History would say that it
probably will not last through five years. However, many
other factors have affected the drought which did not
affect previous droughts. Increased usage due to
population, both surface and ground water is one
difference. More impervious area so more rainfall runs
straight to creeks, streams, and reservoirs, and less is
absorbed into the ground for recharge of deep soils is
another change. Time will tell if the Southeast is nearing
the end of the drought. Hopefully, things we have
learned from this drought episode will help forecasters
when this happens again.



